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Statement by Dr. Juan Rosario, 
National Executive Director of ASPIRA of America, Inc. 


It is with great pleasure that ASPIRA joins with 
representatives of Hispanic, Asian, and other civil rights 
organizations today to publicly denounce the efforts of groups 
that are working to establish English as the official language 
of the United states. While expressing that their motivation 
stems from a desire to maintain political stability and 
cohesion, English only groups are generating reactions that may, 
in fact, challenge that stability. At the same time, they are 
distorting the facts about Hispanics and other language 
minorities. 

It is a fact that Latinos and other language minorities 
want to learn English. It is a fact that Hispanic parents want 
their children to learn English. It is a fact that knowledge of 
English is essential to ensure that all who live in these United 
States become full and productive members of this society. It 
is a- fact that proficiency in English is a requirement for all 


those who aspire to occupy positions of power in this country. 
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In working towards their social and economic advancement, 
members of all linguistic minority groups in the United states 
recognize these facts. 

ASPIRA has for twenty-five years this year, fostered the 
development of leadership among Hispanic youth and developed 
educational programs to promote their success in school. We 
have advocated for better educational opportunities, for 
excellence in education, for the development of effective 
practices to promote educational attainment. English proficiency 
has been essential to the success of "Aspirantes" who have gone 
through our programs. 

Thus, we agree with a tenet of the English only movement: 
that English proficiency is essential. But, we object to their 
statements that we don't want to learn English, because they are 


false. We disagr 


with the methods in which they would have us 
learn English, and with the view that bilingualism promotes 
separatism. 

For pedagogical reasons, we promote bilingual education as 
a sound and humane way to facilitate language acquisition and 
educational achievement of children with limited English 
proficiency. Research supports the merits of bilingual 
education. We believe that being bilingual is an asset to the 
individual and to the nation as a whole; that all children 
should benefit from speaking two languages. 

Bilingualism provides access to other cultures and promotes 
intercultural understanding -- an asset in an increasingly 
interdependent world. 


it 


Bilingualism does not breed separatism, 


the intolerance of other languages and cultures.that can 


“lead to racism and bigotry. 
We would urge proponents of the English only movement to 
@ iiet their energies toward more productive use: generating 
creative and positive ways for the population -- both native and 


non-native speakers -- to become proficient in English. 
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